John Knox and his Relations to Women. 373

society.1 Nor was Knox unresponsive. " I have
always delighted in your company," he writes,
"and when labours would permit, you know I
have not spared hours to talk and commune with
you." Often when they had met in depression
he reminds her, "God hath sent great comfort unto
both/3 2 We can gather from such letters as are
yet extant how close and continuous was their
intercourse. " I think it best you remain till the
morrow," he writes once, "and so shall we commune
at large at afternoon. This day you know to be
the day of my study and prayer unto God ; yet
if your trouble be intolerable, or if you think my
presence may release your pain, do as the Spirit
shall move you. . . . Your messenger found me
in bed, after a sore trouble and most dolorous night,
and so dolour may complain to dolour when we
two meet. . . . And this is more plain than ever
I spoke, to let you know you have a companion
in trouble." 8 Once we have the curtain raised for
a moment, and can look at the two together for
the length of a phrase. " After the writing of this
preceding," writes Knox, "your brother and mine,
Harrie WyclifTe, did advertise me by writing, that
your adversary (the devil) took occasion to trouble
you because that / did start back from you rehears-
ing your infirmities. I remember myself so to have
1 Works, vi. 514.           2 2b. hi. 338.             8 Ib. iii. 352, 353.